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SUBJECT: WHITLAM DEFEATS ATTEMPT BY ALP LEFT WING TO CHANGE 
THE PARTY'S PLATFORM ON BASES. 

1. SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM BEAT BACK A LEFT-WING 
EFFORT TO CHANGE THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY (ALP) PLATFORM 
ON BASES. IN THE PROCESS HE MADE A CLEAR STATEMENT THAT 

HE WOULD NOT GIVE NOTICE OF AUSTRALIA'S INTENTION TO TERMI- 
NATE THE PINE GAB AGREEMENT THIS YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHITLAM REACTED VIGOROUSLY AT THE ALP'S BIENNIAL CONFER- 
ENCE IN TERRIGAL WHEN AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE BY TERRY HIGGINS. 

THE ACT’S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE CONFERENCE, TO CHANGE THE 
ALP PLATFORM ON BASES. THE PRESENT PLATFORM READS. QTE. 

LABOR IS OPPOSED TO THE EXISTENCE OF FOREIGN-OWNED, CONTROLLED 
OR OPERATED BASES IN AUSTRALIAN TERRITORY, ESPECIALLY IF SUCH 
BASES INVOLVE A DEROGATION FROM AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY. END QTE. 
HIGGINS PROPOSED TO CHANGE THE WORDS QTE. A DEROGATION END QTE. 
TO QTE. ANY DEROGATION END QTE. 

3. THE PRIME MINISTER OPPOSED THIS CHANGE AND SAID THAT THE 
ALP PLATFORM ON BASES AS WRITTEN HAD BEEN FULFILLED. HE 
REVIEWED THE STATUS OF EXISTING FACILITIES NOTHING THE CHANGES 
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BERLY TO THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, AND THE 
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF THE SEISMIC STATION AT ALICE SPRINGS 
TO THE GOA. IN REFERRING TO PINE GAP AND WOOMERA, THE 
PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT HE, THE DEFENSE AND FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTERS, AND OTHERS WITH A NEED TO KNOW ARE FULLY INFORMED 
ON WHAT IS GOING ON AND THAT THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
ACCESS TO BOTH FACILITIES. HE SAID, QTE. YOU MUST TRUST US. 

END QTE. HE POINTED OUT THAT BOTH THESE INSTALLATIONS AS 
WELL AS NORTHWEST CAPE ARE JOINTLY MANAGED AND THAT INFORMA- 
TION RECEIVED FROM THE INSTALLATIONS WAS AVALIABLE TO THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. HE ADDED QTE. AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY 
IS NOT DISADVANTAGED BY PINE GAP AND WOOMERA. END QTE. 

MOST OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT WAS DRAFTED BY DFA. 

THE DFA DRAFT WAS CLEARED INFORMALLY WITH THE EMBASSY. 

4. IN THE SUBSEQUENT DEBATE THE PRIME MINISTER WAS ASKED IF 

HE WOULD GIVE THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT NOTICE OF AUSTRAL- 
IA'S INTENTION TO TERMINATE THE PINE GAB AGREEMENT THIS YEAR. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID QTE. I WOULD GIVE NO SUCH NOTICE. THERE 
IS NO JUSTIFICATION FOR DOING SO AND I HAVE NO MANDATE FROM 
THE PARTY TO DO SO. END QTE. 

5. HIGGINS DEFENDED HIS PROPOSAL BY ARGUING THAT THERE WAS 

NO JOINT OPERATIONAL CONTROL AT NORTHWEST CAPE, THAT PINE GAB 
WAS A SURVEILLANCE STATION SPYING ON THE SOVIET UNION, THAT 
NORTHWEST CAPE WAS A COMMAND STATIONN AND THAT THE PROPOSED 
OMEGA STATION WAS DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO ASSIST U.S. MISSILES 
AND ATTACK SUBMARINES. WARMING TO HIS SUBJECT, HE 
STATED THAT THESE FACILITIES WERE PART OF THE U.S. DEFENSE 
SYSTEM AND PUT AUSTRALIA IN THE FIRING LINE FOR AN EXEMPLARY 
STRIKE. HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT IT IS A DEROGATION 
OF AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY IF A MILITARY BASE CAN INVOLVE 
AUSTRALIA IN HOSTILITIES WITHOUT AUSTRALIAN CONSENT. THE 
CONFERENCE VOTED TO TABLE HIGGINS' MOTION. 

6. COMMENT: WHITLAM'S FORTHRIGHT DEFENSE OF U.S. JOINT 
FACILITIES WAS THE CLEAREST PUBLIC STATEMENT HE HAS YET 
MADE. IT WAS EFFECTIVE AND MOST WELCOME. 
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